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Armenia’s growing tourist industry prides itself
on the nation’s fascinating history.

Armenian-Americans are contributing to the
development of their homeland by investing
and promoting the nation on the international
stage. Today is a great day for them and their
homeland. | congratulate Armenia on 15 years
of freedom and progress and trust that our na-
tions will grow even closer in the future as we
seek to promote liberty around the world.

———————
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Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration (NASA) suc-
cessfully completed another space shuttle mis-
sion with this morning’s landing of the Space
Shuttle Atlantis and the completion of the
STS—-115 mission. Launched on September 9,
STS-115 is the 116th space shuttle mission,
and the first since 2002 to include work on as-
sembling and expanding the International
Space Station. The successful completion of
the STS—-115 mission puts the space station
back on the road to completion.

The major accomplishments of the STS-115
mission include the delivery and installation of
the massive P3/P4 truss—an integral part of
the space station’s backbone—and two sets of
solar arrays that will eventually provide one
quarter of the space station’s power. The
crew’s other accomplishments include pre-
paring an important radiator for later activa-
tion, installing a signal processor and trans-
ponder that transmit voice and data to the
ground, and performing other tasks to upgrade
and protect the space station’s systems.

The STS-115 mission is the first time a pro-
cedure called “camp out” was implemented. A
“camp out” is where astronauts sleep in the
Quest airlock prior to their space walks. The
process shortens the “prebreathe” time during
which nitrogen is purged from the astronauts’
systems and air pressure is lowered so the
space walkers avoid the condition known as
the bends. The “camp out” procedure enabled
the astronauts to perform more than the num-
ber of scheduled activities on each of the mis-
sion’s three space walks.

The Atlantis's crew preformed unprece-
dented robotics work on this mission. The
crew used the shuttle’s arm in a delicate ma-
neuver to hand off the school bus-sized truss
to the space station’s arm, and also moved
the space station’s robotic arm to a position
where it will assist in the next phase of station
construction. Perhaps most significantly, the
Atlantis crew preformed the first full fly around
of the space station since before the Space
Shuttle Columbia accident. Thanks to the fly
around, ground crews now have a better per-
spective on the space station’s environment
and overall exterior health.

Coming less than 2 months after the suc-
cessful mission of the Space Shuttle Dis-
covery, the Atlantis mission is another dem-
onstration of the skills and dedication of all
NASA personal. | therefore urge all my col-
leagues join me in extending congratulations
to NASA for the successful completion of the
Atlantis mission. And extend a special thank
you to Atlantis's crew of Commander Brent
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Jett, Mission Specialist Joe Tanner, Mission
Specialist Steve MacLean, Pilot Chris Fer-
guson, Mission Specialist Dan Burbank, and
Mission Specialist Heide Stefanyshyn-Piper,
and the ground team that worked with the
shuttle crew to make this mission a success.

———
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | want to offer my
congratulations today to my good friend and
Fifth District constituent, Betty Buck of Upper
Marlboro, Maryland, who was recently elected
as the Chairman of the National Beer Whole-
salers Association. Betty is well known for her
leadership in the State of Maryland, and this
week she made history by being elected the
first woman to lead this important national
business trade association.

Betty is the President of Buck Distributing, a
beer wholesaler in my District, where she
oversees a business with annual sales of
more than $40 million and employs more than
100 workers. This is not the first time that Bet-
ty’s professional vision and competence have
elevated her to a leadership position. She has
been recognized for her business acumen by
serving on the Committee of America’s
Women Business Leaders and as a past Di-
rector of the Greater Washington Board of
Trade. In addition, she was named one of the
Most Powerful Women in Washington in 1997,
and was selected to be a member of the Top
500 Women Owned Business Group and the
Top 25 Women Who Mean Business by the
Washington Business Journal.

Betty is also a dedicated public servant who
is deeply concerned about our community.
She has served on numerous boards and
foundations in the greater Washington, D.C.,
area, including the Prince George’s Hospital
Foundation, the University of Maryland’s Foun-
dation Board of Directors, and United Cerebral
Palsy.

In addition to her charity work, Betty has
also given her time and expertise to her com-
munity by serving as a member of the Mary-
land Judicial Compensation Committee, the
Anne Arundel Planning Advisory Board, and
the University of Maryland Commission for
School Cooperation.

It is a testament to Betty’s talents that she
has accomplished so much in the professional
world while also raising a wonderful family, in-
cluding her children Kelly, Erin, Tim and Dan.

Mr. Speaker, Betty Buck is an inspiration to
all those who desire a career in business and
who also want to raise a family and be en-
gaged in their community. | salute her efforts,
as she rises to the position of Chairman of the
National Beer Wholesalers Association.
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CONGRATULATING SILVER
STREET ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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Mr. SODREL. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take a minute to recognize an elementary
school in my district for a truly signficant occa-
sion. Silver Street Elementary School in New
Albany, IN will celebrate its 90th Anniversary
on September 11, 2006, and will welcome an-
other class this year to continue its history of
educating the youth of New Albany.

Silver Street Elementary first opened its
doors in 1916. Since then, many generations
have passed through its halls. The long history
of Silver Street allows grandparents to watch
their grandkids walk the same halls they once
did years before.

Silver Street has continued to be an excel-
lent education institution. Last month, the
school received the first Exemplary Award
from the State for improving each year in the
Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational
Progress test scores.

The philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau
once wrote, “We are born weak, we need
strength; helpless, we need aid; foolish, we
need reason. All that we lack at birth, all that
we need when we come to man’s estate, is
the gift of education.” Silver Street Elementary
has provided this gift for 90 years and the
teachers, administrators and parents involved
who provided this valuable service to the New
Albany community should be commended.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize this
fine elementary school that has educated
many Hoosiers from Southern Indiana. It is an
honor to have a historic building still being uti-
lized for educational purposes in the district |
represent. Congratulations to Silver Street Ele-
mentary for 90 years of success.

———
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Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, as a supporter of
ensuring our service personnel have access to
a wide range of financial products | am con-
cerned with the provision of the Military Per-
sonnel Financial Services Protection Act, S.
418, enacting a complete prohibition on so-
called contractual or periodic payment mutual
funds, which, according to testimony received
by the House Committee on Financial Serv-
ices, are sold voluntarily with full disclosure to
officers at individual meetings held off base.

This is the first time in recent memory that
this committee has ever proposed banning a
product that is fully permissible under current
law and that—again according to testimony re-
ceived by the committee—is used by thou-
sands of senior military officials to facilitate
their financial security. Specifically, we were
told that the clients of First Command Finan-
cial Planning, the Texas-based company prin-
cipally involved in this market, has invested
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